
 

Minutes of the Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

held on Tuesday 20th February 2024 in the Church Hall 

Present:  Fr. Tony Brennan (Parish Priest) 
   Pauline Cotton (Chairperson) 
   Clive Wadia 
   Victor Wavingana 
   Bernadette Freed 
   Charles Ullermayer 
 
 
Fr. Tony opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting (Nov 2023) were read & approved. 

 
2. Apologies: Justin Redmond, Eloise Freed, Owen Dineen and Stella Forni. 

(PC to organise card for Justin from PPC) 
 
3. Matters Arising:    

Carpet for the altar has been ordered.  Big Candlesticks on the altar need 
cleaning.  They will be used again for Easter and special occasions. 
Fr Tony bought set of 4 different coloured vestments for Liturgical year for Parish 
during his recent visit to Rome. 

 
4. Safeguarding: 

Thank you to Jo Majewska for taking on the Safeguarding role. 
Fr. T said we need a second safeguarding officer.  
MW to insert full stop after the word “safeguarding” in the safeguarding email 
address on Bulletin. 

 

5. Progress on Welcome Pack   NMcG got A5 folder prototype. BF said that NMcG 
has done a fantastic job in its production. Sincere thanks to NMcG.  It is still with 
the printers. People to set up rotas for welcoming. Plan to introduce pack around 
Eastertide and return to having two readers at Sunday Mass. 

 
 

 6. 60th Anniversary Celebrations    Fr Caspar and Fr Peter 
PC to forward email from Fr Peter with suggestions for format of services and 
Liturgy. CU to put an ad in The Vine about this. 
Possible themes for Mission Week: 
Monday – Healing; Tuesday - Reconciliation; Wednesday – Faithful departed; 
Thursday – Anointing of the Sick; Friday – Confessions. 

  Fr.Peter is coming to celebrate Mass in Dunstable on the 6th and 7th April. 
 
  Exhibition:  Fr Tony would like the exhibition to be up just after Easter and last for 



  2 months.   
  PC also looking to get display boards from the local catholic primary schools. 
  Use of display boards from Cardinal Newman School might also be a possibility. 
  Situate in ambulatory. Possibly hire stands. 

Avoid using blu or white tack on internal walls in church. 
  £500 and possibly more for printing of posters agreed and any further monies 
  for hire of display boards would also be met. 
 
 7. Sacramental Preparation:   First Holy Communion is on the 18th May and  
  Confirmation is on the 12th July. 
  RCIA -  One to be baptised and one to be confirmed. 
 

8. Preparations for Easter Triduum: - Planning in progress. Music groups planning 
hymns. Readers will be organised by Alison Menzel. Readings from Lectionary for 
the days of Triduum. 
Fr. T. said for Good Friday there would three or four crosses for people to kiss. 
Extra EMoCs needed 

  Act of Witness will be in the Quadrant Dunstable.  
{British Summer Time Begins on Easter Sunday 31st March.} Salvation Army 
Dawn service on the Downs 

 

 9. Any Updates:  a) Planning - No progress. 

                                  b)        Buildings Maintenance – Lights ? 
                Drains have been cleaned but this is only temporary. 

Fr. T. has recently been assured that we can use the 
display boards housed in the garages as there is only 
low grade asbestos.  

c) Finances – Are in a healthy state. 

• A.O.B  
Suggestion for members of PPC to meet parishioners after 9.30am Sunday Mass to raise 
profile of PPC. 

      

• Children’s Liturgy can take place in the Lady Chapel for the 9.30am Sunday Mass.   
Organisers to proceed with setting up a rota. 

 

• P.A.C.  New member required to represent St Mary’s for Deanery Meetings.   Please 
contact Fr. Tony if you are  interested. 

 

• VW – Parish not using the resources it has to sustain the faith. 

• Fr.T. – There is a veneer of christianity in the West. If the faith is not in the family, as soon 
as they leave school  they lapse.   We are not communicating our faith. 

 

• PC to investigate who can be asked about bringing the board with list of Priests’names 
who have served St Mary’s Parish up to date. 

 

• NMcG to go ahead and draft a Constitution for PPC. 
 
 11.   Date of Next Meeting:  14thMay 2024 
      Open Meeting will take place in September. 
 


