
Minutes of meeting of Parish Pastoral Council held on Tuesday 19th September 2023 in 

Parish Hall     (postponed from 18th July) 

Present:  Canon Tony Brennan, Bernadette Freed, Elouise Freed, Lin Bateman, Charles 

Ullermayer, Eoin Dineen, Justin Redmond, Clive Wadia, Victor Wavingana, Pauline Cotton 

Tiny and Yohan Ferdinando and Stella Forni (Parish Reps at Diocesan Assembly) 

• No apologies. 

• Canon Tony opened meeting with Prayer and PC welcomed everyone and thanked 

them all for being present, in particular, Stella Forni, Tiny and Yohan Ferdinando who 

were attending this meeting to report back on Diocesan Assembly. 

• Matters arising from Minutes of meeting 23 May 2023: Irish Forum sessions includes 

Health Workers and is directed very much towards Traveller community, with some 

attending from St Mary’s.  The Family Day is planned as a Barbeque and is a whole 

Parish event including the Youth Group to be held on 16th September.  

Mass Count w/e 16th/ 17th September was 615 which is very positive. 

• Feedback from Parish Open meeting:- N McGlynn has updated the Parish directory. 

Needs to be reviewed and updated regularly.  

Proposed Mass of Welcome for different communities within parish including 

Travellers was received with favourable response. People felt this may need a one to 

one approach to stimulate interest. 

Parking a major problem. No obvious solution can be determined until outcome of 

Planning application is known. 

• Plan to re-instate “Welcomers” before Masses and events. A Welcome pack to be put 

together for new Parishioners. Working Party to be set up to organise this – 

determine how to organise the ‘Welcoming’ and what goes in the pack. It is thought 

that an impromptu personal approach to new people is best way forward. 

• Feedback from Diocesan Assembly:-  grateful to our 3 reps for attending the Diocesan 

meeting and for coming along to give us feedback.  

Meeting was positive, with a full hall and many different groups including young 

people, who all enjoyed a very good Liturgy. Use of email to circulate news and info. 

Caspar - an online service. 

Capital debt – discussion about ways to utilise and get money from the various 

church buildings. 

Some felt meeting could have been set up and organised better e.g. Women’s 

Ministry group – some people using as sounding board. 

It was felt there is a need to re-establish Diocesan Pastoral Council to advise Bishop. 

This has been in abeyance. 

• GENERAL UPDATES  

Planning : still no news. Diocesan personnel changes not helped. Hopefully some 

concrete news by our next meeting. 

Buildings: repairs on roof have been completed.  

Plan to relocate statue of Our Lady to area at front of Church.  

Disabled access and door mechanism to receive attention. 



Fr Tony to contact Age Concern for advice also Disability Officer at Council / Diocese. 

Sacristy needs attention – leaks, damp. 

New carpet needed for the Sanctuary – JR to organise having area measured and 

obtaining estimate. Suggestion for a scheme whereby parishioners may sponsor a 

square metre of carpet. Item for Website / Bulletin. 

Finance: Balance of £25,000 at end of first quarter, but Utility bills are mounting and 

we have an increased levy to pay the Diocese. Accounts will be going out at end of 

September, giving financial position at end of financial year March 31st 2023. People 

making more use of electronic payments, possibly because of reduced numbers of 

Banks locally. 

Local area PAC (Pastoral area council) meeting held on 11th July: 

Safeguarding needs to be an agenda item for all our meetings. 

PAC to celebrate Feast of St Alban our Patron on 15th June 2024. Pilgrimage to St 

Albans. 

Multicultural Mass at Our Lady Help of Christians Church, Castle Street in October. 

Mass for SEND at St John’s. 

To be planned: Prayer meeting; Youth Mass. 

Future meetings: 14th November Mass at 7.00pm Our Lady of Czestochowa. 

9th January Mass at 7.00pm at St Mary’s followed by refreshments and meeting. 

JR to email list of dates of future events. 

 

• Membership of PPC – roles and responsibilities / Terms of Office 

Time did not allow for much discussion. Carry forward to next meeting. 

Need to encourage more Parishioners to participate but requires clear definition of 

roles and  responsibilities and better organisation of meetings and follow-up. Should 

we encourage new members from particular groups, eg Travellers? 

All members need to make sure Safeguarding DBS is up-to-date. With LB ‘s 

forthcoming move away from area, Parish requires new Safeguarding rep who is 

having an induction in October. Check on requirement for volunteers to have 

references /DBS. Times of meetings need to be discussed. 

 

• Upcoming events:    

Parish Mission as part of 60th Anniversary of Church in 2024. Fr Tony been in touch 

with Redemptorists. Will be after Easter Mon -Fri with different themes each day.  

Celebration event on last Fri / Sat of the Mission. A Working Party will be needed to 

organise this event. 

Knights of St Columba to organise Family Quiz night on 29th September. Proceeds 

may go to carpet fund? 

Youth Group planning to run a Bingo evening. 

Christmas Charity box or bag collection 

Caritas concert. 

 

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 28th November at 7.30 pm 


