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Minutes of Parish Pastoral Council meeting held on

Tuesday 17t September 2024 in Parish Hall

Present: Canon Tony Brennan, Victor Wavingana, Justin Redmond, Pauline Cotton
Apologies: Clive Wadia, Charles Ullermayer

e Fr Tony opened the meeting with a prayer. It was decided meeting was quorate and
should proceed.
e Minutes of last meeting held on 14™ May were agreed as accurate representation.

Planning for Annual Open Meeting to be held at 11.00a.m. on Saturday 5% October

Agenda will provide updates on Safeguarding, Buildings, Finance, PAC (Pastoral Area Council)

Finance: Presentation of accounts is being prepared and will be available to the Parish on the
last w/e in September (28™/29%). Need to encourage more Gift Aid, through Bulletin and
direct appeal to parishioners. When tax is rebated, Balance should stand around £230,000.

Carpet in sanctuary has been renewed.

Candlesticks have gone to be refurbished and will be brought back: some remaining money
from previous donation should cover cost.

Doors and frontage to be painted including Bishop’s crest. Quote £2,000

Buildings Maintenance : Trying to get a proper quote for roof to do full repair not just
patch, and to do high level windows. Drains need to be dug up and replaced and Car Park
resurfaced. Considerable sum of money needs to be spent. Discussion with Oliver CFO at
Diocese, re future planning and proofing.

Signs are going to be renewed. Increased lighting to be installed

Mass attendance : gone up by about 40 from last year, in region of 700.

Music group : playing regularly

Children’s Liturgy of the Word : about to get started, but more helpers needed.

FHC — number of applicants is looking good.

Welcome packs have gone well.

Safeguarding: New safeguarding officer, Jo Majewska, to be asked to attend AGM, to
introduce herself and say a little about her role.
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Plan for AGM: Serve tea / coffee / cake/ biscuits at meeting.

Our Mission as a Parish: to maintain all current activities and to develop further outreach
following Mission Northampton: Open church encourages people, Volunteering e.g.
Children’s Liturgy. More involvement with our two schools, St Mary’s and St Vincent’s, to
encourage attendance in Church and participation. Headteacher, Mrs Amanda Dowling, to
be asked to be present at AGM to speak briefly about the schools.

How do we welcome/encourage people to come to Church including immigrants? Knights of
St Columba have recruited some Goan people.

Invite members of SVP to talk about their work.
Plan for Deanery going ahead — we will revert to Luton and Dunstable Pastoral Area Council

Notes from PAC meeting held on Wednesday 11t" September:

Pilgrimage to Northampton Cathedral on Saturday 17" May 2025 in honour of St Alban.
Logistics of getting to St Albans Cathedral and timing was difficult, so decided to go to
Northampton. Quote of 53 seater coach £550.

All parishes asked to contribute to compilation of history of our Deanery. St Mary’s can use
items from Parish 60™ anniversary exhibition. Holy Ghost Church will have 60t anniversary
next year and Our Lady of Czestochowa 70" anniversary.

Thursday 28™ November 70t Catechists meeting. Bishop’s document on Human Dignity.
Safeguarding: CSSA website re courses.
National Eucharistic Congress — Holy Hour at Holy Ghost 3.00 -4.00 Sunday

Monday 29t September 2025 175%™ anniversary of Diocese.

Date of next meeting of PPC: Tuesday 12t" November at 7.30p.m.



