
 

Minutes of the Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

held on Tuesday 14th May 2024 in Our Lady’s Chapel 

 

Present:  Fr. Tony Brennan {Parish Priest} 
   Pauline Cotton (Chairperson) 
   Justin Redmond 
   Clive Wadia (Finance) 
   Victor Wavingana 
   Charles Ullermayer 

 
Fr. Tony opened the meeting with a Prayer. 

  
1. Apologies – Bernadette Freed. 

 
2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting (20/2/2024) and Matters Arising 
 

Minutes of last meeting were approved as a true record. 
 
Welcome Packs are in the Presbytery waiting to be given out.  Fr Tony to liaise 
with BF before Welcome Packs are given out. 
 
Members of PPC need to available on a weekend before the Annual Parish 
Meeting, which will be on Saturday 5th October 2024 at 11.00 am, ideally in the 
Church Hall. 
 
60th Anniversary Exhibition Display to remain in place till after Confirmation on12th 
July 2024 
 
Children’s Liturgy – Stella Forni is trying to get a group of volunteers together to 
lead Liturgy of the Word with children. Try a direct approach at Coffee Morning? 
 
PAC – New member still required to represent St Mary.’s Request volunteer(s) 
through Bulletin 
 
Vincentian Priests Board – Progress is being made to identify a person to 
complete the gold lettering.  

 
3. Updates since l ast Meeting regarding: 

 
a) Safeguarding 

JM (Safeguarding rep) to be invited to come along to a PPC meeting         
after summer.    

Fr Tony, JR and members of the KSC to attend Fire Marshall Training in 
relation to safeguarding. 



 
b) Planning – No update yet. 
c) Buildings 

 
The sanctuary carpet has been fitted.  The garages have had the 
asbestos removed and we can now explore the possibility of rental to 
bring in more money for the Parish.  A drone has been used to 
photograph the church roof with a view to doing a thorough repair job.  If 
work has to be done, there would be no need to cancel church services. 
Contractor from Diocese who has undertaken work at school likely to be 
used. Some windows and felt need replacing 
 
The church drive is in need of repair and drains need more work. 
 

d) Finance No update at this point. 
 

e) PAC Luton and Dunstable Pastoral Area Council 
 

Details of minutes of last meeting are available in the narthex. 
St Albans Festival and Feast Day Mass at Holy Ghost Church 15th June 
2024. Special anniversary next year 2025. 

 
4. Review of Parish Mission 6th – 10th May 2024 

 
a) Impact 

VM – Mission has brought people together.  Coffee evenings were very 
well attended and enjoyed. 
 
Thank you to Mary Wood for organising the social for the culmination of 
Mission Week, which was a great success.  A special thank you to all 
who helped with the coffee morning and evenings. 
 
Our collective thanks to Fr. Tony for his organisation of the Mission 
Week.  The Redemptorist priests were very well received by all and to. 
 

b) Follow up 
Fr. T. – possibly to organise a day long retreat during Lent with an 
invited speaker. 

 
5. Constitution of Parish Pastoral Council 

It was agreed that there would be no Constitution.  VM suggested making a poster 
saying what the PPC does and inviting parishioners to join. Ask anyone who is 
interested in becoming part of PPC, to speak to Fr Tony as soon as possible. 
 

6. 60th Anniversary Exhibition – Special thanks to Nick McGlynn for all his work on 
the exhibition, which has generated a lot of interest and brought visitors from 
different areas who had previous connections with St Mary’s. It has proved a big 
success. 



7. Eloise Freed (EF) is organising a summer family day on Saturday 20th July with a 
barbecue.  Special encouragement for the Youth Group. Volunteer helpers 
required. Please speak to Eloise. 

 
8. Any Other Business – Fr Tony invited VM to talk about becoming a Deacon. 

VM has attended Oscott College course since September 2023 to start his training 
which is a five year course. 

 It was explained that the preparatory year for becoming a Deacon was to ensure  
 that Deacon candidates had a good understanding of theology. 
 

  JR is planning for KSC members to attend Oscott College.  Fr. T. said that 
  the College is used by different groups even when the Seminarians are away so  
  booking up needs to be early. 
  Monday 24th June 2024 will be Fr Tony’s 30th Anniversay as a Priest and there will 
  be celebrations during the weekend before. 
 

9. Date of Next Meeting – Tuesday 17th September 2024 – 7.30 pm in the Lady 
Chapel 
Agenda is restricted to planning for the Annual Parish Meeting. 
 

 


