
Notes from meeting of Parish Forum

held on Saturday 29th November 2O25 in Parish Hal'[

Peopte afiending:

Fr Biju opened meeting at 10.30a.m. with a prayer and two brief Scripture readings

about commitment, humitity, and thinking about others.

ALL attendees were welcomed and thanked for being present.

Points from suggestion borc-

Attar servers: some concern about numbers and suggestion for a rota, but it was

fett rota coul.d cause more probtems and betterto accept the young peopLe when

they turn up. Fr Biju detighted with the response from the young people. Feets

experience of being on the altar is very beneficiaL in faith formation. One person

said encouragingty, it was a "good probtem to have". Need for training as servers -
"a work in progress". More formaI training witt be delivered soon'

Eucharistic Ministers: Fr Biju to hol.d a meetingwith aLl. EMoCs on Monday 1Sth

December at 7.00pm when he witL cl.arify expectations on dress code and

behaviour on attar and going out to the housebound.

Lighting: one suggestion for reducing the lighting on the altar but majority fett that

Levet of Lighting necessary and possibty shouLd be increased, to make reading

easier.

First Hoty Communion: importance of the preparation for the children and for

training of the leaders as wett. Session atreadyfairty short (45mins) and on[y about

1O week course.

Times of Masses: a request to change time of eartier Mass on Sundays. Those

present fett the times were right now and offer a reasonable choice to att

parishioners, unty change possibLe would be 9.00 and 11.00. Gar Park probtems

and Coffee Morning need to be considered.
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' Candtes: appeal for etectric candte stand to avoid constant necessity of refitting,
sometimes during Mass, which can be distracting. Etectric candle stand about
8800, seek offers of financiat contributions. Consider that many peopte Like the
physicat candl.e and stop for a moment of prayer. Encourage refiLLs to be made
before or after Masses.

€ Suggestion that Fr Biiu's sermon be printed out and made avaitable with Buttetin.
Not deemed necessary as time consuming and costty (printer ink, paper, time) .

s Rosary - takes place in Lady Chapel at 5.30 Saturdays before the evening Mass.
Putthis info in Buttetin.

e Promote Gift Aid: peopte need to reatise the benefit to the church - 25a/o extra - if
peopte paytax. There is no additional charge to the individua[-

* Chitdren's Litur€y: more hetpers definitety needed. Appeat from the attar needed
and Fr Biju to announce it before start of Mass. Hope to be abte to run it weekty
throughout year, but NOT during schooI summer hotiday.

a Mark Remembrance Sunday: consider asking some veterans in parish to Lay a

wreath and have readings.
o Re-introduction of Hoty Communion under both forms: atready taking ptace at

weekday Masses and Sunday 9.30a.m.
c Prayer groups: to be encouraged. Divine Mercy after Sunday 9.30 Mass; Legion of

Mary; tatks afterTuesday morning coffee.
; Adoration: request for an evening session for those at work. Fr Biju happy to

consider.

o Cottection amounts in Bultetin: previous concern about pubtishing amounts, too
much information could cause trouble. Possibility of pubtishing amounts of
speciaI cottections, as irregular. Under consideration.

I Church Condition Survey: very large document but summary avail.abte and resutts
can be accessed via a Link on apptication to parish Office.

c Other points mentioned and under consideration:
ProbLem of titter in Church grounds.

Pl.anning apptication withdrawn by Diocese
A BibLe teaching series
Music at 6.00pm Mass - live or recorded

Bereavement Ministry. To be looked into and ptanned.

Comprehensive List of possibl.e Parish Ministries.

Meeting closed at 12.00 midday


