Parish Forum meeting held on Thursday 28" May 2026

Present: Fr Biju, Mike and Irene Albone, Pauline Cotton
Apologies: Beatriz Elderfield, Charles Ullermayer, Nick McGlynn (away)

It has been a very busy Parish over the past few weeks. We have been interested in a Parish
exhibition, celebrated International Sunday for Pentecost and our children have received the
Sacrament of First Holy Communion, while the teenagers received the Sacrament of
Confirmation. Lots to celebrate, so it was hardly surprising that the turnout for the Parish
Forum was very low.

Thank you to the stalwarts who turned out and to those who sent apologies. Thanks also to
all who sent in comments / questions. After Fr Biju opened the meeting with prayer, we
dutifully went through all the suggestions/comments and tried to think of solutions for
improvement.

We realise there is a need for both more notice about meetings and more publicity. We also
think it would be useful to plan dates for two or three meetings in advance.

The suggestions sent in were allocated a letter to facilitate dealing with them.
A Renovation of Marian Hall and use of it for children’s sport.

Not practical. Furniture would need to be moved requiring many more volunteers
and having both insurance and timetabling implications.

B Too many people on altar and lack of respect in Church.

It is very difficult to have control over noise, especially before start of Mass.
Suggestions — quiet reverent music, but sometimes choir need to practise.

We cannot discourage the young altar servers, who it should be recognised have
greatly improved in behaviour and involvement in the Mass, since previous
comments after last Forum.

The Children’s Liturgy is well organised and running effectively and helps to support
our younger members.

If we want to receive Holy Communion under both forms, then we need additional
Eucharistic Ministers. Readers are only on the Altar for the duration of the readings.

C Statue of Our Lady where island currently is. The Legion of Mary and the
Gardening Group are currently working on plans for a new grotto out the front. Plans
are not yet finalised and Finance committee is involved. You will be kept informed.

The island will likely have to be removed when we finally get the go-ahead to
renovate the car park.



D/E

Movement behind Altar during Mass

We appreciate this is very distracting and we are doing our best to minimise it. There

must be NO MOVEMENT during the Consecration. |

Youth Mass once a month, with possible social gathering after.

Fr Biju is happy to facilitate Mass, but the more young people involved, the more
support he will need. Any volunteers?

Noise in Church - talking before Mass (see B)

We suggest an MC / adult speaks from lectern 5 minutes before Mass starts, slowly
and clearly, to quieten people and bring them to focus on the start of Mass.

Change Mass times to 9.00 and 10.30

Not feasible to only have half-hour break both for Fr Biju and the logistics of car park.
No change planned at moment.

Flowers blocking view of Consecration from far sides of Church

We shall try out placing them on bottom step again to improve visibility of Altar and
Fr Biju will also order some larger hosts for Sundays. There are usually some areas of
space with probably better sight of the Altar.

Car Parking and Disabled accessibility (see C) There are future plans for
another car park, but of course very costly and permission needed from Diocese. We
must ensure access for disabled people and for emergency vehicles. We will have to
put up NO PARKING signs to ensure this.

Members of family who have requested the Mass to bring Offertory gifts up to
Altar. Fr Biju happy to encourage this, but the family will have to make themselves
known to him before the start of Mass. Also remember Children’s liturgy group
usually bring gifts at 9.30. ~

Welcoming teams at all three Masses
Request in Newsletter and on website for volunteers to do this and set up a rota.
Request for a weekday evening Mass once a week

Fr Biju is willing to trial this on a Thursday evening during month of June for about 3
weeks. He already has some commitments, so dates will be notified, possibly starting
18 june. If this becomes regular, it may have to replace the Thursday morning Mass.

Nurturing Faith of new communicants and newly confirmed

Youth Retreats . Parish retreats. Investigate suitable venues, timings and people to
lead.



