
Minutes of meeting of Parish Council held on Monday 2nd February 2026 

Present : Fr Biju Chittuparamban, Victor Wavingana, Nick McGlynn, Charles Ullermayer, 
Clive Wadia (Finance), Pauline Cotton 

Apologies: Eoin Dineen 

 

Fr Biju opened the meeting with a prayer. 

Matters arising from meeting 24 Nov 2025:  

• PC to send link to Diocesan guidance on Parish councils 
• Did not achieve aim of follow up meeting within three weeks after Parish forum 
• Seek representation on Parish Council from Houghton Regis and Toddington 
• Ensure representatives from parish groups are invited to speak at next forum – 

get date fixed.(PC) 

Matters arising from Parish Forum meeting 29th November: 

• Praise for Altar Servers and those responsible for training, Their confidence / 
behaviour on the altar has shown a marked improvement.  

• Gift Aid to be promoted in March (CW) in readiness for new issue of envelopes 
and start of new financial year. 

• Have been advised NOT to publish amounts of collection in Bulletin for security 
reasons. Some special collections eg CAFOD may be announced about two 
weeks later. 

• Follow up on other points mentioned by Parishioners - see last item on Forum 
notes (Fr Biju and PC) 

Review of Mission and Vision statement : 

• NMcG brought copies. Members to review and bring suggestions for 
improvement to next meeting. 

Permission for photos of Parish Council members to be displayed 

• Personal preferences to be respected. Majority in favour of photos being 
displayed on website and notice board. No contact numbers. Contact may be 
made via Parish Office. NMcG will take photos. 

Car Parking : Car Park needs resurfacing and spaces delineated to maintain access at 
all times especially for emergency vehicles and to maximise space. Propose to raise the 
annual charge for daytime parking. Was set at £150 for several years. Increase to £200 
p.a. Will need to enforce charges and parking spaces. 



Urgent building maintenance: Finance committee to prioritise the most urgent projects 
and plan to start in April, in line with start of new financial year. Survey “Red items” will 
amount to £120,000 in next 2 years. 

Projects include: Lighting; Gas meter; Safety lights; H & S items; Windows; access 
slopes; railings and garage doors 

Hall: £15,000 roof and guttering; internal plastering.  Church: whole roof. 

Follow up Parish Forum with open session of Parish Groups after Mass on Saturday 
28th February and Sunday 1st March. Members to advertise their own groups. Set up 
small display and provide information. 

 

 

Social Group: have had a very successful start, including first of planned monthly 
lunches in January, next one coming up. Planned a programme of events, which will be 
advertised in Bulletin and on website. Contact JO’R and FJ and invite to join Parish 
Council group – help liaison and avoid duplication in planning and events. 

Need for many fundraising activities: 

Suggestion for Cultural event with appropriate food around Pentecost. 

Summer picnic in August 

Parish dinner 

Hall is for Parish use, not commercial, but we can ask for deposit and charge per hour to 
cover costs of cleaner  etc. 

CW will investigate applying for licence to serve alcoholic drinks at specific events. 

Could offer tea / coffee before funerals for visitors who have travelled a distance. 
Possible flat rate of £60. 

Plan to make a grotto for Our Lady’s statue outside at front. 

Date of next meeting: Monday 2nd March 2026 at 7.00p.m.in Presbytery 

 


