
Minutes of meeting of St Mary's Parish Council held on Tuesdav 28th Aoril 2026

Present: Fr Biju Chittuparamban, VictorWavingana, Nick McGl.ynn, Charles Utlermayer,

Ctive Wadia (Finance), Pautine Cotton

Apol.ogies: Eoin Dineen (made decision to resign)

At[wetcomed and Fr Biju opened meetingwith a prayer.

Minutes of last meeting (Monday 2"d March) - Matters arising

o NMcG revised previous draft of Mission Statement and did send to atl members
for approvat. lt is important that this is finatised.

o Buil.ding Projects: second Fire Door has been done and Looks good. Ramp,

l.ighting and ridged surface on-going

o Finance group stitt to meet to decide on next two projects. Meeting with
Finance team from Diocese stittto be arranged.

o Parish Forum on Sunday 22d March postponed to Friday 29'h May at 6.30pm
and witt tast no more than I hour.

r Parish Groups Exhibition set up for Saturday 25'n and Sunday 26th April . Has

sparked some interest and several groups have peopl,e to contact. Remains in
ptace titt wle 8th May.

Mission Statement

A vote was taken on the draft presented and it was approved.

Recruitment of new members for Parish CounciI

We need to ctarify detaits about membership. We propose a three year term of office
with 2 members moving on a two yearty rotl,ing program, to facilitate renewaI and
refreshment of the group whiLe maintaining some of the group with the necessary
experience. We need minimum two new members NOW. Permanent members: Parish

Priest, Deacon, Chair of Finance Committee. A personal approach to be made by

members, to peopl,e with skiLts beneficiaI to the PC, foltowing approvat from the Parish
Priest. Try a recruitment drive through Parish Buttetin asking anyone interested to
speakto Fr Biju.

Finance: Three meetings p.a. Final figures for last financial year wil.l. be prepared in earl,y

May. An external Audit by the Diocese is conducted annuatty. Generous donations from
parishioners facilitated emergency repairs to roof . More work necessary. Car Park stitl.

an on-going problem. CCTV quote f26,000 to faciLitate videoing services.



Team of skil,ted people needed to ptan priorities of maintenance projects. Refer to
Diocesan survey.

Sacrament preparation - both First Hoty Communion and Confirmation goingwe[[ and

comingto compl.etion. Pl.an refreshments in parish hatt after Confirmation.

Arrangements for rental of Parish Halt Propose t50 a session am/pm/evg. TabLe

tennis group currently renting ha[[ twice a week 7.00 - 10.00. for lower fee. Finance

committee need to reviewterms and conditions before next payment is due: Rentat

cost, Payment one month in advance, Key hotding arrangements.

lnternationat Mass for Pentecost: parishioners to wear traditionat_costume and bring

sampte of food from their country for sharing. Re"adings and prayers in different
languages. After Mass, social meetingto be hel.d using ha[t or outside, weather
permitting.

Rece nt events /activities:

Sociat group are workingverywe[[. Parish lunches are wetl attended and enjoyed by aLt

with excetlent food and entertaining activities. Fish 'n chips evening 22 attended,
donations were requested for drinks. Afternoon Tea ptanned for May 21"1.

Parish Bereavement Group has been established, meeting for Mass fottowed by

refreshments and conversation / tatk on First Friday of the month.

Meetingof Mass Readers with Fr Biju witl, be arranged shorttywith a viewto
commissioning.

Grotto - planning permission to be apptied for and plan witt be brought to Parish

Councit.

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 2nd June at 7.00p.m.

Date of next Parish Forum: Friday 29th May at 6.30p.m. for one hour.

Addendum and alterations srnce meeting:

. Paish Forum broughtforward ta one day eadier, Thursday 28tn May at 6.30

o New plan for format of Pansh Cauncil - four year term af affice with rolling programme of
renewal / replacement of members two yearly


