
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Monday 14th September 2026 at 6.30p.m. 

 

Present: Fr Biju Chittuparamban (Fr B), Victor Wavingana (VW), Nick McGlynn(NMcG), 
Clive Wadia(CW) Finance, Charles Ullermayer(CU), Miriam Murtagh(MM), Jo Majewska 
(JM), P Cotton(PC), Mike Albone (MA), Patrick Harkin (PH) 

No apologies: all current members present. PC welcomed everybody, especially new 
members MM and JM, and MA who came to inform us about Retreat for EMoCs and 
Readers, for which he has been making initial enquiries and contacts. 

Fr Biju opened meeting with an inspiring and thoughtful prayer. 

AOB: 2 minor items raised by CU: water saving flush in toilets and incorrect email 
information on notice board.   Refer to Finance. 

Minutes of last meeting held on 2nd June and matters arising: 

• No recruitment drive through Bulletin, but approach made to two parishioners 
who are already involved in some ministry. Invite to next meeting. 

• Risk assessments for Parish activities need to be conducted and H & S Officer 
appointed. 

Retreat for EMoCs and Readers: all approved the idea. Originally suggested at Parish 
Forum meeting on 28th May. MA informed group about provisional booking and 
arrangements. Date: Saturday 27th February 2027. Venue: Great Missenden. Cost 
between £18 - £30 depending on plan: namely food ordered, timings, speakers, 
donation for use of hall etc. Will require approval from Finance Committee. Advertise 
date and venue now in Bulletin then on WhatsApp Group for readers and EMoCs. Sub-
committee to work on arrangements: VW, JM, MA and Fr Biju. Inform others through 
Parish email. 

MM left meeting at 6.55 p.m. as required to attend another meeting elsewhere. 

Finance update: CW referred to Finance balance sheet made available to parishioners 
w/e 12th/13th September and explained some details. Selling of house in Toddington 
brought in £400,000 Diocese took £100,000 (25%), leaving £300,000. Parish can spend 
£5,000 without requiring approval. 

Grotto update: information in Bulletin, people asked to comment by proposed Parish 
Council meeting on 13th July. Only one objection therefore meeting did not go ahead. 
Discussion about whether parishioners’ opinion should be sought – inform not consult. 
Mgr McGinnell and Diocesan surveyor have visited to review site and project. Suggested 
scale down plan. Grotto costing details need to be ironed out. Must be emphasised that 
project was supposed to be self-funded by Legion of Mary and not using Parish funds. 



Picture of planned grotto was available to parishioners. Use of existing statue still to be 
confirmed. 

During discussion, CU tendered his resignation and left the meeting. 

Parish Hall: Do we need to employ a management company to deal with hirings and 
appropriate charges? Get info from Castle Street centre. Would be helpful if we knew 
availability of hall/ when it is in regular use/ one-off bookings. Suggested rent of £50 for 
up to 4 hours. Income needs to cover cost of services, including refuse collection. 

Need to improve standards in hall: toilets, access ramp, decoration etc. Make enquiries 
to Diocesan H & S Officer. Has MW got contact details? PC to follow up.  

Remembrance Day planning – NMcG has outline plan. Final arrangements on points eg 
either at start of Mass or at end, with entrance procession, when to deliver short 
readings and which Mass on the Sunday morning to be decided. NMcG and Fr Biju. 

Future plans 

Adoration one evening per week for Vocations. 

Plan to start Youth Groups: age 12-16 and 16 plus. Ask for volunteers. Will need to be 
over 18 and have a DBS check and undertake Safeguarding training. JM will advise. 

Formulating a Year Plan – C/F 

Date of next meetings:  

Parish Council –  Monday 19th October at 6.30p.m.    

Parish Forum  --  Saturday 21st November at 10.00a.m.  

(to include Finance report) 

 


